[Nectin and nectin-like molecules as markers, actors and targets in cancer].
Nectin and nectin-like (necl) proteins form a family of 9 adhesion molecules that belong to the immunoglobulin superfamily. They play a key role in different biological processes such as cell polarity, proliferation, differentiation and migration in epithelial, endothelial, immune and nervous systems. Besides their role in physiology, they have been involved in different pathological processes in humans. They serve as virus receptors (poliovirus and herpes simplex virus), they are involved in orofacial malformation (CLPED1) and recently they have been described as markers, actors and potential therapeutics targets in cancer. Among them, necl-5, nectin-2 and nectin-4 are overexpressed in tumors, and are associated with a poor prognosis. On the opposite, necl-1, necl-2 and necl-4 act as tumor suppressors and are repressed in cancer. The involvement of nectins and necls molecules in cancer and their potential used in therapy is discussed in this review.